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FINAL DECLARATION 

 

For the last three centuries within the history of humanity, our world has undergone signifi-

cant developments in almost all areas including science, technology, culture and art. Human-

ity also faces many challenges, economic, social, environmental and others. This prompts 

individuals and even groups to seek alternatives in other cultures, faiths, and civilisations.  A 

few great civilisations are known, including, Chinese, Hindu, Christian, and Islamic.  

Although Islamic civilisation has been facing a state of decline in terms of science, technolo-

gy, and other aspects, it still has a rich heritage, besides presenting itself in all fields, whether 

social, cultural, ethical, environmental, economic, and others, as the only viable alternative. 

Fully aware of the present state and the future possibilities, we organised  a workshop on the 

“Future of Islamic Civilisation” over the period  October 4-6, 2018 at Mardin Artuklu Universi-

ty.  A number of scholars and thinkers  from around the world participated and discussed 

how can the Islamic heritage and  civilisation provide solutions and alternatives to current 

and future problems and challenges. The members present reached a number of conclu-

sions listed as recommendations: 

 

1. We recognise that  Islamic civilisation has as foundation Divinely inspired Prophecy 

and rules, and also actions of the human mind.   

2. Construction of a civilisation requires active participation in science, technology, soci-

ology, philosophy, art, under sound and stable political authority. It also needs to offer 

alternative economic, social, ethical and environmental models. 

3. In order to revive and foster a new humanity that aspires to the better in all major 

constituents of life, it is necessary to put forth the Islamic alternative for civilisation. 

4. This action should evolve around the four concepts of Prophethood (risalah), continui-

ty of knowledge, Divine justice and universality (inclusion of all). 

5. It is necessary that this Islamic vision ought to be inclusive of its diverse schools of 

thought and avoid conflict over differences.  

6. In order to accomplish a universal appeal that goes beyond the Islamic nation, it is 

necessary to put focus on issues of international dimensions, whether ethical, cultur-

al, economic, environmental, or any other area of concern to all. 



 

 

7. Pride in the Islamic past is a necessary foundation to build upon. However, construc-

tive self criticism over our shortcomings of today is equally important. Unless Muslim 

society becomes a model of what is best, and what humans aspire to, it will not suc-

ceed in passing its message. It will accomplish the opposite, the negative impres-

sions Muslim society projects serving as a counter force to the appeals of the faith. 

8. In order to build the necessary vision of the future, which alone helps seeing ahead, 

and plan for a greater/better future we need a full understanding of our past. Unless 

we understand our history, and benefit from its lessons, we are just stumbling forward 

in the dark. It is by knowing our past that we can avoid repeating the errors, and prof-

iting from the good and constructive lessons and examples. 

9. It is highly crucial that we lend attention to the issues that affect the world, and en-

gage in providing alternatives, based on both theory or message, and also based on 

example, how Muslims and our countries act. It is highly important that others see the 

Muslim example when visiting the land of Islam, and seeing in it as a way ahead.  Our 

lands are under obligation to project what is best culturally, morally, environmentally, 

socially, and also in terms of every day actions by leaders, elites and the ordinary 

people. If we fail in doing this speaking of projecting Muslim culture and civilisation 

will only remain a mere wish. 

10. The present materialist scenario has failed, and its failure is manifest in many forms. 

The Islamic alternative, not just in repeating and at times overdoing the preaching, 

can work by example and by a highly appealing manifesto prepared by our cultured 

elites that can provide the Islamic vision, economically, culturally, environmentally and 

in all other aspects, a vision that provides an alternative to the failed system. Also a 

vision visible on the ground in the Islamic land.  

11 The future of Islamic civilisation depends on forming a generation according to that vi-

sion, and not on piecemeal actions or policies. Knowing where we are heading in the 

long term, armed with the knowledge of our past and its lessons, confident in our ca-

pacities and in ourselves, is the way ahead. 

12. Women must play a central part in this vision, the woman in Islam becoming the 

model to her sister worldwide in status and other regards. 

13. We must combat all forms of prejudices, and consider humanity as whole, and this 

should be a central element of the culture we preach and the example we lead on the 

ground.  

14. Destruction of the “Iron Curtain” and emergence of a unipolar world, together with the 

significance attributed to the “conflict of civilisations” thesis, have indicated our region 

as a source of terrorism and made it open to various kinds of attacks. In fact, it is not 

the conflict of civilisation which is in place but conflict of the benefits of some. With 

this in mind, it is an obligation to institutionalise in our country and in the Islamic 

World the Alliance of Civilisations project which was established in the United Nations 

with the cooperation of Turkey and Spain. 

15. Our teaching institutions and their personnel must be inclusive always recognising the 

role of all cultures in the building of modern civilisation.  



 

 

16. It is highly imperative that a small group devises the vision referred to above, with the 

support of the state, a vision that includes also a strategy for its implementation and 

the modalities or forms of assistance required. 
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